
Palma Sola Presbyterian Church of Bradenton, FL 

MY DEAR, DEAR, DEAR PALMA SOLANS! 

What can I say??? This is my final newsletter article to you as your pastor, and words truly fail 
me  when I think of all that I want to say to you (Can you believe that?? Indy, speechless!!!!). In 

August 2000, you received me as a ònewbornó pastor, fresh from Princeton Seminaryõs òwomb,ó 
full of head knowledge and love for the Lord, but oh-so-green in ministry. And, in so many ways, 

you have òraisedó me into an adult (well, usually an adult) pastor-teaching me how to love and 
lead a congregation through pain and sorrow, joy and triumph, upheaval and change. What a 

privilege the Lord and YOU have given me, not only to serve Jesus by serving you, but also to 
receive Jesus by being loved by you!! 

I cannot leave without at least trying to express my deepest thanks: 
First, to ALL OF YOU: For embracing me, encouraging me, laughing with me, crying with me, 

praying for me; for knowing me as I am, and yet agreeing to call me back to serve you again 
(miracle of miracles!!); and so importantly, for LOVING me and my family as we are, through 
thick and thin! And, especially to those of you whoõve served the Lord and this church through 

team membership, special ministries, financial generosity and many other hidden ways of òSharing 

Godõs love in Christó: for your commitment, your joy, your gifts!  THANK YOU!  
Secondly, to all of you whoõve served as ELDERS during my tenure: For working oh-so-hard, 
every year, through your teams and as a leadership body, to move this congregation forward as 

ONE in ministry and mission; for all the wise and hard decisions youõve made; for all the 
laughter, struggle, òenergy, intelligence, imagination, and loveó! Donõt ever think that I took for 

granted the hours you served so faithfully! And, of course, a special thanks to Gregg Pead and 
Roy Williams, who served alongside me as our session clerks: For your wise guidance and 

unfailing support! THANK YOU! 

Thirdly, to our DEACONS: For serving the Lord by sharing Godõs love in Christ with our 
members, including our homebound folks, whoõve so appreciated your outreach to them 

through home communion and special seasonal gifts and visits! THANK YOU! 

And, last, but not least, to our STAFF: For your faithfulness, your flexibility during times of 

change, your willingness to learn and grow, and for your immense patience in working with me!!! 

THANK YOU! 

THANK YOU, LORD, for gracing me with your call to this congregation-o~ª ]zz ®q]® ·~¯ô´j 

ejp¯| ®~ h~ ]|h µrzz f~|®r|¯j ®~ h~ ñ]« ·~¯ª yr|ph~{ f~{j« ]|h ·~¯ª µrzz r« h~|jò r| ]|h 

through them now and in the future! 

May the love of God in Jesus fill you and guide you by the Holy Spirit!! 

Yours in Christ, INDY 
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OLA, PALMA SOLA!  

     Indy Dennis suggested that I write something like òHowdy, Palma Sola!ó to 

introduce myself to you.  Somehow òOla, Palma Sola!ó seemed more poetic!  But 

òHowdy!ó sounds more like a cowboy, and Iõve been accused of being one of 

those.   

     My name is Ted Land.  My title at Palma Sola Church will be something like 

Temporary or Transitional Pastor. I answer to Ted, or Pastor Ted, or Dr. Land, but 

donõt like the title òReverendó.  Maybe because I tend to be a little irreverent. 

     Iõm coming to Palma Sola after two years as interim pastor at Ley Presbyterian 

Church in Naples, but many folks in Palma Sola may remember me from the 26 

years that I spent as pastor in Arcadia.  Thatõs where I earned my cowboy 

reputation.  I actually do have a little ranch there, which I inherited from a deacon 

in the Arcadia church, and have a small herd of cows.  Iõm a life-long horseman, 

though I donõt own one right now, and also a bit of a cowboy poet.   

     Since I gained the status of Honorably Retired in 2011, I have served as 

Interim Pastor at First Presbyterian Church in Marianna, Florida, Coordinating 

Presbyter for the Presbytery of Florida, Transitional Shepherd for the Presbytery 

of Sierra Blanca, before returning to Peace River Presbytery and Lely Church in 

2017. 

     I previously served churches in West Virginia and Mississippi.  My education 

was at the University of Tennessee, Louisville Seminary, and Columbia Seminary, 

where I earned the only doctorate in Old Testament ever given. 

     Polly and I will celebrate our 51st wedding anniversary on June 15th, the day 

before I start at Palma Sola.  Our son, Kris, is an Assistant Manager with Solitude 

Lake Management out of Fort Myers, and lives in Fort Myers Shores, with his wife, 

Bobbi, and her two sons, Spencer and David. 

     I come to Palma Sola to be with you until you call a 

permanent pastor, and to guide you from where you are to 

where you want to be.  I am excited and eager to begin my 

ministry with you and among you. 
 

Blessings, 

Ted Land        



 

 

2019 MEETINGS:  5:30 PM  
     

             September 17th  

                    November 19th  
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The session is delighted to welcome new 

Members to Palma Sola!  

 

WALLY & BOBBI MC WHIRTER:  

Wally and Bobbi moved from Lansing, Michigan, to Florida in 

1999.  Wally is a carpenter and building contractor/owner while 

Bobbi is an interior designer and business owner. 

They are blessed with 5 grown children, 12 grandchildren and 

12 great grandchildren. 

Wally and Bobbi share a love of reading and playing dominos.                            

While Wally enjoys fishing and sports, Bobbiõs joy is in arts, crafts,                          

and Tai Chi.  

They spend winters with us.  
 

DEBBIE GRUBB:  

In 1998, Debbie moved from Baltimore to Florida in 2012.   Her 

career included teaching and working for insurance agents.  

Debbie is a volunteer civil rights advocate for people with 

disabilities and blesses people with her beautiful voice.                

She is accompanied by her K9 friend, Copper. 
 

NILA CAMERON:  

Nila is originally from West Virginia and moved to Florida in 

1952.  She is a long-time friend  of our own Bev Banks.   

She has worked as a secretary, supervisor, and bookkeeper. 

Nila enjoys reading and theater.   

Please introduce yourself to each of our new members  
and give them a warm welcome! 
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